/

FRIDAY, JULY so, 1906,

FBu His Oiﬁn;
Petard

By M. 11?:1:.1.1?3
Coppright, u_: by Mty Doyt

Even whon one's aManced huw the
reputation of hethg, besldes faledy rlob
nid more thaon passably handsome, the
mwost  whimsleally Ireedponsible  prae
tleal joker In New York one has a
right to expect (hat joklng on one's
birthduy, of nll diys, will be shelved,
AL least Carrol Morrifleld so expected,
but sbe was disappointed, nud that
started the trauble,

Hunter Johuston was In love with
Carrol, thoronghly so, but the practical
Joking Iustinet In ke consclence nnd o
taste for olives—~hard to forget whon
onco aegulead, A Lrilliant fea In the
Josting lve eame lo Johnston the morn
Ing of bisn wweetheart's birthday, and

bo hmmedintely set about giving It to
that portion of the world In which b
wan most Interostod,

Carrol's birthday gifts fromw her par

tieulnr elrele wors all that heart could
doalre, und she walted with bappy an
ticipation for her Aance's offering.

At 1 o'clock n messenger boy sppear
ed with a long, slender packnge for

“MAT 1 ASK WHAT TIOIN MRANS, CARROLY
MR ABKED QUIETLY.

Miss Merrifield. Bbe opened It with
eagerness and found a single magnid-
ceat American Beanty wrapped eare
fully In waxed paper and sparkling as
If with the dew of June, Within five
minutes another messenger with an
other long, slender package mng the
bell, and this also ylelded up a rose.
When with the regularity of clock:
work fve unlformed mps bhad come |
and gone In twenty-five minutes, all|
with similar votive offerings, the gir)
cotpeehonded—Johuston of the hﬂlln||
miud had hit vpen the plan of sendiog |
ber twonty-three roses, one for each
yeur of her life, but the gift was to|
be delivered on the Installment plan.

The Ingenlous ldea was pleasing—for
& time. With the tenth rose the Merrl- |
fleld family was holding Joyous council |
over the ever lncreasing plle of boxes |
in the library, and Carrol was restless.
When the fifteenth boun Ade messen- !
ger bhad come and goue, not countlng |
four wmall curlosity seekors, who smil- |
od expansively, murmnred something |
about “de wrong number” and retreat- !
ed, Carrol was thoroughly angry. |
When on the heels of the twenty-third
aceredited flower bearer Johnston ap-
peared, a particularly deslrable brooch
In his pocket and a sense of duty '«roll1
done In his heart, she was composed,
but the anger, though not viaible, was
present and controlled,

With true mascullne density John-
ston notleed nothing out of the ordl-
nary with his sweetheart. She thanked
him gayly and with the proper degree
of warmth for brooch and roses.

“Mr. Practical Joker must have a
lesson,”” Miss Merrifield declared to
herself aftor hig departure as she nib-
bled with lips ag rved as the petals
themselves at the elghteenth rose, I
didn't mind o much his other tricks,
but this time he has gone too far.”

“He'd only lnugh If he knew old Mrs.
Froude sat In her window and counted |
those messengers, With the extra ones |
mixed In=little wretches!—there were
thirty-one of them,

“Bhe knows today's my birthday and
gaw through Hunter's scheme as quick-
Iy as 1 did. And she'll never belleve |
but what I'm thirty-one, Bo, Mr. Hun-
ter Johnaton, boware of an old mahl's:
vengeance,"” And she waved the rose
theatricaMy In alr,

On the morning of his own birthday,
five daye later, when his man brought
up the mall Johnston'ds eye was Imme-
dintely taken by one long white envel-
ope. It was certainly pecullar In ap-
pearance, for his name and address
were formed of lettérs clipped from
newspapers and posted upon It. The
envelope contalned the following mis-
slve, slmlinrly constructed:

Do you chre to'sse your' sweotheart
eloping with another man? Be at the

Twonty~third streot forry Thursday aft-
ernoon ot 4,

Like many other practical jokers,
Johnston' had his “blind” slde. He
never suspected that any one would
atternpt to hoax him, He took the
misslve In deadly enrnpst and nter
rupted dressing a hall dozen times to
reread It

His firet senantlon was one of anger
that any one would dare libel his sweet-
heart so, He resolved to telephone
Carrol lynmediately—or, hetter, to eall

smlled at He vory absurdity, a
tng quaior of doubt, slow fitting and

ugly as a vulture's shadow, pussed oves

bis mind, Suppostig It were troe?
That was the most unplensant

dobnston ever experienced, Broak thal

wus n farot; luncheon, “mo perform:
ancet 1 after the time for the
lattor | ha rowembered that he had

promised to wpend the day with n mas
rled aluter over In Jersay, y

Ho tramped the suowy streets aloe
lessly, puusing occusionally to pore
over the mystorious mesage, while po
lesmon  stared cuplously and house
holdern thovght of NufMes, All his
Journoys brought him back somehow {6
the nelghborbood of Carrol's hote, But
be could not enter, Bomething held
bim back, At 8 o'clock hie was at the
fegry nnd sat bimsgll down with such
pationee an he conld muster to wall
for 4 d'clock. "I'll meo It through," L
sald.

At ten minutes of the hour Johuston's
bourt gave & palnful throb, for Larrol,
romy from the searching wind, entersd
the ferry bullding, A tall, athletic
young man, with the alr of the out
Innder about him-—he was well dyessed
and evidentdly well bred, but not & New
Yorker—followed her In, He was ecar
rylug two heavy sult enses.

Johnaton confronted them, “May )
ask what this means, Carrol?' he ask
ed quletly,

The girl balted and seemed to sheink
from bim. The athletic stranger step
ped forward, “And may [ Inquire bow
It concerns you?" He did not ralse hls
volee, and the attention of none of the
Jostling mcores whs attracted to the
Kroup,

Johnaton Iguored bim. “Did 1 de
serve this, Cuarrol? he weot on, *If
m‘d ank, I'd release you. When 1 goi

letter"—

The girl bad determined to punlsh
Mlm thoroughly, but at the sight of his
woary, troubled face she relented.

“Do you know,” she Ioterrupted
blithely, "I'm proud of that letter? 1
uvolded telllng s He In It, even a white
one, although I came pretty close tg
fibbing, didn't 1T But 1 blisterod my
hand cuttlng out those letters, Wasn®
it a real sweet little birthday gift?™

Doubt and dawning eomprehension
struggled In Jolinston's eyes, “Bat,
why - why"— he began,

"Why—why!" mocked his sweetheart,
ber bead tited saucily, n rogulsh smil
on her face. “Just to show that twe
ean play at practieal Joking as well as
one. Thirty-one messeuger boys, sir
You should have a whole month of
anouymous letters.”

“But this gentleman!” He waved his
band toward the athletle stranger whe
appeared to be enjoying the converss
tion overmuch.

“My cousin, Phil Hudson of Omaha
Mr. Johnston, He eame.last night, bul
could only stay with us & few hours.”

“You were the vietlm of & base con
spiracy, Mr. Johnston," laughed Hud
au they shook hands, “I beg par

“Oh, nothing of consequence!” re
sponded  Johnston. “I fust saMd
Btung!"

American Geographioal Namaes,

America can sbow many geograph
leal pames thken from povels, Califor
ala comes from the name of a falry
kingdom In a Spanish romance of the
early sixtoenth century, The Antilles
take thelr name from Antiglin, an Im
aginary Island figuring In Itallan leg
ends connected with the wanderings
of Bt. Brendan, and marked in the latl-
tude of the Sargusso sea on Catalan
and Genoese Portulanl of the thie
teenth and fourteenth centuries. Mont:
real Is by some sald to take Its name
from a legendary castle mentioned ln
French romances of a very early date.
The lsland of Barataria, lineally de-
scended from Bancho Panza's lmag
lnnry governorship, also figures on the
maps of Loulslann, while It Is a moot
question whether the stralt of Juan de
Fuea does not take Its name from a
historleal geographlcal romance, a la
Rider Haggard, devised by a Greek
agllor of Queen Elizabeth's day for
the benefit of her majosty's realdent at
Venlee and his own pocket. "I Braszil"
Is found In early Irlsh legend as an
Island In the Atlantle, and It Is & moot
question whether the emplre of Brasll
derlves It unme from thls ereation of
the Celtie fancy or from wood from
which a dye resembling In color burn-
Ing cinders was made.

Fleld's Meerschaum,

When Eugene Fleld worked In New-
ark he used to smoke a cob plpe, great-
Iy to the disgust of his employer, who
was 4 man of taste and refinement and

| liked bis employees to observe the

nicetles of personal appearance. Know-
Ing this, Fleld stlll smoked his cob pipe
until It fell to pleces, whereupon he
bought A common two cent pipe of
clay and made a great display of It
around the office,

“Can't you flud something better to
amoke ("’ asked his employer one day In
early December. “To see you with that
thiog In your mouth one might take
you for a workingman,"

“It's the best 1 can afford,’” sald
Peld, and every dayv thereafter I
made It a polnt to meet his pateon b
the ‘hall putling away at the obinsion
dudeen.

He found a handsowme meorseling
pipe on his desk Christ:ins moymin
Newark News.

The American tradition s’ the expe-
rlence of the world everywhere, There
{s Washington and there s Hamlilton,
gently born and geutly bred. but some,
how the heart turns rather to Franklin
and, to. Lincoln, as of wore hope for
the common men “God made so many
of "—Mr. Howells In Harper's Weakly,
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" WHEN 18 A MAN 211

Think a Moment Hefors You Attempt
1o Answer the Question,

“It 1s often suld that law s applied
‘eommon souse,” said o professot of the
Yale Law school the other day, “While
It I8 troe that law principles originated
in common sense, the law Itself I8 the
combined experlénce of many mwen, for
no two men uninstructed In law will
ngree an to what s applied common
petine,

“Then there aro many rules of law
whi¢h undoubledly have n common
sense origin, but, conditions having
chianged, history fails to disclose this
origin, Yet these very rules munt be
retafiied In order not to shake personal
and proporiy rights, Thetefore no man
ean dopond on his own unipstructed
common seuse to know the Inw,

“To drlve this statement home I have
froquenily put o au fncoming law
class the question, ‘When does an in-
fant become of age? The answer Is
alwiys nuanlmous, “When be Is twen-
ty-one years old.'

“T'he next question appears ridicu-
lous to some and makes them laugh,
while others set thelr alleged common
sonwe at work and never with correct
result, ‘When I8 01 man twenty-one
yours old¥

“One student says, ‘On his twenty-
first birthduy,' but of course he does
not mean it, for he Is about a year out
of the way, Another ventures, ‘On the
twenty-first anniversary of his birth-
day.! This wounds better, but even If
correct I8 not specific enough. ‘When
he has completed his twenty-firt anni-
versary,’ ‘At the beginning of that day’
and 'On his twenty-fest annlversary,
at the preclse hour of his birth, are
other answers,

“And then I surprise the guessers by
saying that they are all wrong,

“In computing time It I8 o general
rile that the law disregards part of a
flay. In applying this rule, suppose a
man wus born just one minate before
midnight on Jan, 2, 1880,

“At midnight be had lved but one
minute, yet the day on which he was
born was ended and the law consld-
ered him one day old. 8o In computing
the twenty-one years which a man
must live in order to reach s majori-
ty we \lg not begin with the moment of
birth, bot with the commencement of
the day of his birth,

“Now, slnce we must start with the
first moment of Jan, 2, 1580, It ia per-
baps patural to say that this man did
not become twenty-one years old untll
the closs of Jan, 1, 1001, Mathematle-
ally spenking, this is true,

“Twenty-one years in that sense re-
quires that the last moment of Jan. 1,
1001, sbhould have arrived In order to
make the man of age, and obviously
be was of nge at that polot of time.
But bere again the rule is applled.

“As the mau was of age on the last
moment of Jan, 1, the law dlsregards
the entire part of the day intervening
between the first moment and the last,
and consequently he becames in law
twenty-one years old on the first mo-
ment of Jan. 1, 1001, the day preceding
the twenty-first annlversary of his
birthday.

“This rule i a part of what Is known
a8 the common law and Is applled In
this country In all states where the
common Iaw of England has been
adopted and remalns unchanged by
statute. A man may vote or make a
valld will on the day preceding the
twenty-first anniversary of his birth-
day, although the right In the one case
and the capacity in the other are given
only to persons who have reached the
age of twenty-one years"—New York
Bun,

Undertaker For Pet Birds.

An old hranch of business conducted
by a New York establishment devoted
to supplying and boarding feathered
pets is that of bird funerals, Chlidren
who have lost thelr canaries or other
songaters through disease or accident
bring the little cadavers there to be
Inld out in becoming style.

Tiny coffing just large enough for a
bird are kept In stock; also quantities
of pale pluk and blue cotton. The lat-
ter Is used for filling the bird coffin,
and on It the bird is lald. The effect
when birdle's remains are “decently™
composed upon the plonk and blue ia
excellent, sufficlently so to console the
little mourning master or mistress.
The ehildren then convey thelr coffin
away for Interment. Funeral expenses
are light—New York Press.

Perfumes,

Perfumes have been used from the
earliest times, The burning of per-
fumed Incense was one of the rites of
the Hebrew nnd pagan religions, and
perfumes of varlouns sorts were used
by nearly all the nations of antlguity.
Both the Romans and the Greeks were
gkilled in making perfumery, It was
from the Arabs, who possessed the art
of preparing perfumed waters, that the
use of pewfumes was introduced Into
medineval Europe,

An Ardist's Fent,
One of the most remarkable and most

standa to the credit of Bir Edwin Land-
peer, whe had promised a picture for
the apripg exhibition of the Royal
Britigh [pstitution In 1845. On the day
beforw the openiug he was found stand-
ing In front 'of an untouched canves
“I ahall mend that to the institution to-
night, & fnished. picture,” he declared
to the gytonlsbhed messenger who bad
been seng by the banging committee to |
see If the promlsed pleture was ready,
“and haye consequently given orders
not to ba disturbed.” True to his word,
Lawdseer pat the finlshing toueh to his p
camtaa and dispatched it to Pall Mail
(thad very evening; and as “The Qav- |

sucosssgy of the exbibition,
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THE MORNING ASTORIAN, ASTORIA, OREGON.

Have 1'? tried MENNEN'S VIOLET
BORATED

L“hd Parma Violets,

TALCUM TOILET POWDER? Ladies
to violet perfume will find Meannen's Violet Powder

NURSERY
Baby’:_ Bath
Baby’s Clothes

u:'. ly...:r#s.m Waah, Sterilising
ABSOLUTELY PURE

Beware of substitutes and bulk borar. Take
only #-Mule-Team, All dealers. Bend 5¢ for

rl and ilustrated beoklet Borax
Nursery. Address ’ )t o
PACIFIC COAST BORAX COMPANY
Ban Francisco, Cal.

¥20- MULE - TEAM"
BORAX SOAP
Saves Hands, Clothes and Labor

The Genesee Pure Food Co,, Le Roy, L. Y. J
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INPANIS (HILDREN

Use
~ For Over
Thirty Years

ASTORIA

K

odo

Ralieves Indigestion, Sour Stomach, Belching of Gas, Ete,
PREPARED ONLY AT THE LABORATORY OF

FOR DYSPEPSIA

DIGESTS WHAT YOU EAT

E. C. DeWITT & COMPANY, CHICAGO, ILL.
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Your Field

IS OUR FIELD, AND WE COVER IT.
Our field is the district tributary to the
mouth of the Columbia River. We pene-
trate into all the outlying districts, into
lumber camps and isolated neighborhoods,
The business of these places belongs to
you, and it is worth going after.. . Space in
THE MORNING ASTORIAN is reason-
able; contract for some and let these out-
siders know that you are still in business at
the old stand. You may have a ‘‘grouch”
but that won't get business; forget it.
Let the people know what you have to sell,
they may ‘‘forget’ or have ‘‘forgotten"

6h/e MORNINGASTORIAN
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‘alldf» Pota” it was oue of, the greatest :
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THE ONLY PAPER ON THE LOWER
COLUMBIA HAVING ASSOCIATED
PRESS SERVICE
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